320              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
fatal poisoning often follows. Some species of lupine are not poisonous, but it takes an expert observer to pick them out and, for this reason, it is always best to avoid all varieties, good or bad.
Sheep may show signs of poisoning within two or three hours after eating lupines. The first symptom noticed is extreme nervousness, followed by the tendency to move aimlessly in any direction, At times the affected animals butt trees, posts, or fences* When large numbers of sheep are poisoned, they may leave the flock and travel blindly in all directions. The sick sheep become very weak and may froth at the mouth. Frothing, loss of sense of direction, and the butting tendencies are considered typical of this disease.
Since there is no treatment or cure for this disease, the herdsman must prevent the sheep from eating the plants when they are in the seed-pod stage, A flock of sheep should not be driven through patches of lupine when they are very hungry. Under ordinary circumstances sheep will not touch lupines when other forage is plentiful If it is necessary to move a flock over ground where lupines are numerous, they should be given a fill of safe forage before they start and then driven slowly through. If a hungry flock is hurried through: such a place, they will perversely grab enough to kill them as they pass along. Sheep will seldom pick out lupines if better feed is available and they are not half-starved.